Kate Scharff, LCSW-C

1630 Connecticut Ave, NW

Suite 400

Washington, DC 20009

301-641-3211

Mental Health Consultant Retainer Agreement

____________________________________ and __________________________________ agree to jointly hire Kate Scharff, LCSW-C as a mental health consultant. It is their intention to work with Ms. Scharff to cooperate in writing a Parenting Plan for the co-parenting of their child/ren _____________________________, which will then be incorporated into their Separation Agreement. The parties agree to the following terms: 

1)
Ms. Scharff will aid in negotiation and offer the benefit of her experience and expertise in the areas of separation and divorce and child development and may make suggestions. She will not make binding recommendations. 

2) 
The parties agree to sign any releases requested by Ms. Scharff to allow her to speak to third parties (i.e. mental health professionals, child care providers). 

3)
The parties agree that should Ms. Scharff deem it necessary she may request that they hire (at additional expense) an additional neutral third party professional (i.e. a testing psychologist). The parties agree to sign any releases required for that professional to complete his/her work. Any information or reports generated in by said professional would be made available to both parties.  The work product of this professional could also be made available to any future custody evaluator and/or could be admissible in any future legal proceedings.  Additionally, any neutral third party enlisted in this process could be subpoenaed to testify in any future legal proceedings between the parties.
4)
 In the event that work with Ms. Scharff is terminated before they have reached agreement, the parties agree that she cannot be subpoenaed in any legal proceedings. However, if the parties hire a custody evaluator Ms. Scharff may communicate with said evaluator about her work with the parties. 

5) 
The parties agree to work in good faith with Ms. Scharff, with the shared assumption that their child/ren should have a good and full relationship with each of them and establish two homes in which those relationships can flourish in an emotionally safe environment. 

6) 
The parties understand that all email communication between them and Ms. Scharff will be at a minimum three-way (they will each cc the other on all email to Ms. Scharff), and that the content of any other communication between one party and Ms. Scharff (or one party's attorney and Ms. Scharff) will be available to the other party solely at Ms. Scharff's discretion. 

7)
The parties agree to meet on regular basis with Ms. Scharff.  Ms. Scharff reserves the right to suggest the frequency and duration of meetings, as well as to decide who will attend meetings. Meetings will typically be two hours in length. 

8)
The parties agree to split the cost of Ms. Scharff's services with __________paying ________% and __________paying ________%.. Ms. Scharff's fee is ______ per hour (including face-to-face and other related services such as emails, telephone conversations, document review and preparation, collateral contacts) which will be billed in 5 minute increments. The parties agree to begin by each furnishing Ms. Scharff with an initial retainer of ____ (to be replenish as necessary). 

9)
The parties agree that the initial term of this agreement will be ______ months. 


Signed _________________________ 
Date_____________________


Signed _________________________ 
Date_____________________

